'Meeting of the Far East and the West         i j

with Japan so lucrative that it increased considerably, an4M
they were encouraged to come year after year.

The Daimyos or feudal chiefs received them freely, and
exchanged their gold and silver for fire-arms and the luxuries
of Europe and India imported by the Portuguese. The
latter were granted the privilege of travelling freely in the
interior, and they were even invited to settle on the lands,
the Japanese offering to exempt them from all kinds of
taxation and duties. A large commercial settlement was
founded in Nagasaki in 1566, which did considerable trade,
In 1549 Francis Xavier came in one of the Portuguese
expeditions and introduced the work of the Jesuits, and later
on the number of missionaries was very much increased
The Japanese received the Christian doctrines freely, and in

1581  it was estimated that the native Christians in the chief
ports of the principal islands numbered as many as 150,000.
Some of the Daimyos were converted to Christianity, and in

1582  they sent ambassadors to Rome to pay homage to
Pope Gregory XIIL    The Shogun, Taiko Hideyoshi, fearing
that this would soon lead to the subjection of Japan to the
Pope, not only in matters of religion but  of government
generally, determined to suppress the foreign propaganda,
and in 1587 an edict was issued which ordered mission-
aries to leave Japan.    The merchants, however, were not
affected by it    The colonial Portuguese government at Goa
sent a special mission to Hideyoshi requesting him to con-
tinue the favour which had been shown to the Portuguese
in the past, but Hideyoshi was firm, and in July 25, 1592,
he gave an answer justifying the edict.    As this clearly
shows the motive of the Japanese and helps to explain some
of their actions in more recent times, it is interesting to note
the words of the Shogun*    He said : " As to what regards
religion, Japan is the realm of the Kami, that is of Sin, and
the  beginning of all things, and the good order of the
government depends upon the exact observance of the ancient
laws of which the Kami are the authors.    They cannot be
departed from without overturning the subordination which